
 
  
PRESS RELEASE  Joan Brown: The Golden Age 

May 8 to June 27, 2026 
Opening: Thursday, May 7, 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

 
Matthew Marks is pleased to announce Joan Brown: The Golden Age, the next exhibition in his gallery 
at 523 West 24th Street. The exhibition includes 14 paintings and sculptures made between 1981 and 
1988. 
 
The Golden Age centers on Brown’s late work, made in the ten years prior to her untimely death in 
1990, at the age of fifty-two. These works are marked by unabashedly vibrant expanses of contrasting 
color, flattened compositions, and a graphic directness inspired in part by Henri Rousseau. The title of 
the exhibition is taken from the idyllic vision of harmony the artist described in 1985: “The ancient 
cultures have foretold that a Golden Age will recur. It will be a peaceful time when all creatures on earth 
will live in perfect harmony.”  
 
Several of the works on view feature unlikely animal companions, peacefully coexisting despite their 
natural dispositions—a lion and a lamb, a peacock and a snake, a cat and a rat. The Golden Age: The 
Deer and the Wolf (1985) depicts the two animals alongside a double-faced image, for Brown a symbol 
of the “celebrated duality of the world,” as one curator has described.  
 
In Brown’s Golden Age, images taken from disparate cultures and moments in history are collaged 
together. In a reimagining of Jonah and the whale, the painting A New Age: The Bolti Fish (1984), depicts 
a self-portrait of Brown in paint-covered clothes standing inside the mouth of a bolti fish, an ancient 
Egyptian symbol of regeneration. “Allowing for the unexpected on the canvas,” one critic wrote at the 
time, “Brown is often a kind of spectator at the birth of her creations, using art as a mirror for her current 
state of being. Yet she communicates on a profound level.” As Brown herself described, “Images are 
really just vehicles for me to express all the things I’m in awe of.” 
 
Joan Brown was born in San Francisco and lived in the Bay Area her entire life. Her paintings were 
included in the 1964 Carnegie International in Pittsburgh and the 1972 and 1977 Whitney Biennials in 
New York. Her work was the subject of one-person exhibitions at the San Francisco Museum of Art in 
1971 and the Berkeley Art Museum in 1974 and again in 1998. In 2022, the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art organized the most substantial exhibition of Brown’s work since her death in 1990, which 
traveled to the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh and the Orange County Museum of Art. 
 
Joan Brown: The Golden Age will be on view at 523 West 24th Street from May 8 to June 27, 2026, 
Tuesday through Saturday, from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 
 
For additional information please call 212-243-0200 or email inquiries@matthewmarks.com. 


